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shaning the aegis, an; which appeared, not the Gorgon's, but 
my poor Mend's blackened countenance, before me, and 
asking, ' Why did you do this ?' froze up my faculties, and 
converted my outward seeming into stone ; but within, there 
was a foretaste of the eternal torments. 

Involuntarily I called up on his name ; the sound of my own 
voice started me, arousing me to a sense of keener anguish ; 
and I was about to break forth into some violent extravagance, 
when my unfortunate friend opened his eyes, and, looking at 

me with kindness, said, ' M ., you did not do it ; my pistol 

burst and has hurt me — take me into the house — I'm sober 
enough now.' 

Upon examination it was discovered that a piece of the pistol 
barrel had hit him above the forehead, cutting a path through 
his scalp ; one of his fingers was broken, and his hand and 
arm were severely contused, but he seemed to think nothing of 
it, but desired one of the men to go for old Biddy Hoolaghan, a 
celebrated doctress, and the rest of them to catch Rainbow. 
I refused to leave him in his then present condition, of which 
I was the unlucky cause, but he would not hear of my stop- 
ping. ' No, no,' said he, ' your business cannot be neglected ; 
and as to fault, we may divide the matter between us, and 
bear each his own share. If I did not make the ridiculous 
rule, that a bottle of whisky once opened should be finished 
at once, I would not have drunk after you left me, but have 
gone to bed at once ; in which case I'd have known your 
voice, and all would have been right. And if you were not 
so lazy as to object to a morning ride (which you must take 
after all), you'd have staid where you were, and saved all the 
mischief. But, at all events, remember for the rest of your 
days that ' the longest way round is often the shortest way 
home.' 

Rainbow was ca.nght at length. Ahern lent me a bridle, and 
at four o'clock I faced the road again, and arrived at Cloyne, 
without further adventure, at five, thoroughly soaked with 
the rain, which commenced heavily soon after my second de- 
parture, and for which I was thankful, as it partially cleansed 
me from the ditch mud, and accounted for my dripping and 
soiled state when I made my appearance before the earl, 
which I was obliged to do, without changing my dress, at 
half past five." Naisi. 



CHARACTER OP O'DONNELL, PRINCE OF TYR- 

CONNELL IN THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY. 

(From the MS. Annals of the Four Masters, translated by 

Mr O'Donovan.) 
A.D, 1537. In tliis year died O'Donnell (Hugh, son of 
Hugh Roe, who was son of Niall Garve, who was son of 
Torlogh of the Wine), Lord of Tyrconnell, Inishowen, Kinel- 
Moen, Fermanagh, and Lower Connanght ; a man to whom 
rents and tributes had been paid by the people of other terri- 
tories over which he had acquired dominion and jurisdiction, 
such as Moylorg, Machaire-Chonnacht, Clann-Conway, Cos- 
tello, Gallen, Tirawly, and Conmaicne-Cuile, to the west, and 
Oireacht-ui-Chathain (the patrimony of 0'K.ane), the Route, 
and Clannaboy, to the e;ist ; for of all these there was not one 
territory that had not given him pledges for the payment of 
his tribute of protection. It was this man who had compelled 
the four lords who ruled Tyrone in his lifetime, to give him 
new charters of Inishowen, Kinel-Moen, and Fermanagh, by 
way of confirmations of t he ancient charters which his ances- 
tors had held in proof of their right to govern these coun- 
tries ; and this he had dome, in order that he might peaceably 
enjoy jurisdiction over them, and have authority to summon 
their forces into the field when he wanted them. Neither in all 
this is there anything to be wondered at, for never had victory 
bean seen with his enemies) — never had he retreated one foot 
from any army, whether small or numerous ; he had been distin- 
guished as an abolisher of evil customs, and a restrainer of evil 
deeds, a destroyer and banisher of rebels and plunderers, and a 
rigid enforcer of the Irish laws and ordinances after the strictest 
and most upright manner ; hi! was a man in whose reign the sea- 
sons had been favourable, so that both sea and land had been 
profusely productive while he continued on the throne jf a man 

* Now the barony of R&phoe. 

t Cormac, in bis instructions to hi i son Carbry, tells hint that " when a 
worthy prince reigns, the great God rends favouiable seasons." It is worthy 
of remark that, among the oriental nations, the same notion prevails to the 
present day j and the poets of the East frequently express their anticipations 
of fcrourable weather and abundant harvests upon the accession of a peace- 
able monarch to the throne. 



who had established every person in his country in his rightful 
hereditary possessions, to the end that no one of them might 
bear enmity to another ; a man who had not suffered the power 
of the English to come into his country, for he had formed a 
league of peace and amity with the King of England so soon 
as he saw that the Irish would not yield the superiority to any 
one chief or lord among themselves, but that friends and blood 
relations fiercely contended against one another ; and a man 
who had carefully protected from harm or violation the Ter- 
mon-lands (or sanctuaries) belonging to the friars, church- 
men, poets, and ollaves. 

This O'Donnell (Hugh, son of Hugh Roe) died on the 5th 
of July, in the year of salvation 1537, being Wednesday, in the 
monastery of Donegal!, having first taken upon him the habit 
of St Francis, having bewailed his crimes and iniquities, and 
done penance for his sins and transgressions. He was buried 
in the same monastery, with all the honour and solemnity 
which were his due ; and Magnus O'Donnell was nominated 
to succeed him in his place by the successors of St Columb- 
kille [viz. the Abbots of Kilmacrenan, Raphoe, and Derry], 
with the permission and by the advice of the nobles of Tyr- 
connell, both lay and ecclesiastical. 



THE HARP. 

The harp was the favourite musical instrument, not only of 
the Irish, but of the Britons and other northern nations, during 
the middle ages, as is evident from their laws, and from every 
passage in their history in which there is the least allusion 
to music. By the laws of Wales, the possession of a harp 
was one of the three things that were necessary to constitute 
a gentleman, that is, a freeman ; and no person could pretend 
to that title, unless he had one of those favourite instruments, 
and could play upon it. 

In the same laws, to prevent slaves from pretending to bo 
gentlemen, it was expressly forbidden to teach or to permit 
them to play upon the harp ; and none but the king, the king's 
musicians, and gentlemen, were allowed to have harps in their 
possession. A gentleman's harp was not liable to be seized for 
debt, because the want of it would have degraded him from 
his rank, and reduced hiin to a slave. 

The harp was in no less estimation and universal use among 
the Savons and Danes; those who played upon this instru- 
ment wore declared gentlemen by law ; their persons were 
esteemed inviolable, and secured from injuries by very severe 
penalties ; they were readily admitted into the highest com- 
pany, and treated with distinguished marks of respect wher- 
ever they appeared. 



Anecdote of Jerome DrttCENAN, a Harper Some cu- 
rious tales are told of Jerome Duigenan, a Leitrim harper, 
born in the year 1710. One is of so extraordinary a charac- 
ter, that, were it not for the particularity of the details, which 
savour strongly of an origin in fact, the editor would hesitate 
to give it publicity. He is, however, persuaded that he has it 
as it was communicated to O'Neill, between whose time and 
that of Duigenan there was scarcely room for the invention of 
a story not substantially true. It is as follows : — " There was 
a harper," says O'Neill, " before my time, named Jerome 
Duigenan, not blind, an excellent Greek and Latin scholar, 
and a charming performer. I have heard numerous anecdotes 
of him. The one that pleased me most was this. He lived 
with a Colonel Jones, of Drumshambo, who was one of the 
representatives in parliament for the county of Leitrim. The 
colonel, being in Dublin, at the meeting of parliament, met 
with an English nobleman who had brought over a Welsh 
harper. When the Welshman had played some tunes before 
the colonel, which he did very well, the nobleman asked him, 
had he ever heard so sweet a finger ? ' Yes,' replied Jones, 
' and that by a man who never wears either linen or woollen.' 
' I bet you a hundred guineas,' says the nobleman, ' you can't 
produce any one to excel my Welshman.' The bet was accord- 
ingly made, and Duigenan was written to, to come imme- 
diately to Dublin, and bring his harp and dress of Cauthack 
with him ; that is, a dress made of beaten rushes, with some- 
thing like a caddy or plaid of the same stuff. On Duigenan's 
arrival in Dublin, the colonel acquainted the members 
with the nature of his bet> and they requested that it might 
be decided in the House of Commons, before business com- 
menced. The two harpers performed before all the members 
accordingly, and it was unanimously decided in favour of 



